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and Russia alone. In case of an attack by France upon
either Germany or herself, Italy would have the powerful
assistance of Germany, and might look forward to a vic-
torious outcome which might give her some increase of
territory in the direction of Nice and Savoy or Northern
Africa.
Austria's chief benefit from the treaty lay in the hope
that in case of an attack from Russia over Balkan questions,
she would no longer have to leave a part of her army to
guard her southern frontier against the danger of Italian
Irredentism. She could throw the whole weight of her
forces against Russia or into the Balkans.
Germany hoped the treaty would prevent Italy from
allying with France and from thus giving encouragement
to the revanche party at Paris. In case France should make
war, however, the French forces available against the Rhine
would be diminished by those which would have to be
directed to the Alpine frontier against Italy. If Russia
joined France, it would be of great importance to Germany
that Austria, no longer in fear for her Italian frontier, would
be able to launch the whole strength of the Dual Monarchy
against Russia, and thereby relieve the pressure on Ger-
many's eastern front. Even if Italy were unable to pro-
vide large fighting forces—both Kalnoky and Bismarck had
a very low opinion of Italy's military strength at this time
—it was still highly advantageous to Germany and Austria
that Italian forces should face west against France, instead
of north upon Austria's rear. "Sparing the Austrian forces,
rather than winning those of Italy, is our aim/' was Bis-
marck's comment.40
The Triple Alliance in its wording and in its origin was
essentially defensive in character, and designed primarily
to preserve the peace of Europe. This is now clear from
the detailed negotiations concerning its formation, which
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